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Abstract | Exploring plant rodenticide is of great importance, as rodent damage has become a major ecological and
environmental problem of many countries all over the world. The study was performed to elucidate the rodenticidal
activity of acetonic, methanolic, and mixture of both extracts of Heliotropium curassavicum on adult male albino rats
as alternatives to conventional rodenticides. The toxic effects of Heliotropium curassavicum acetonic, methanolic, and
a mixture of both extracts at doses (625 and 825 mg/kg b.wt.), were evaluated compared to the toxicity of zinc phosphide (5 mg/kg b.wt.) under laboratory conditions, as well as control groups (tween 80, vegetable oil and distilled
water) all administered by oral gavage for 28 days. Results showed a significant elevation in Alanine aminotransferase
(ALT) and aspartate aminotransferase (AST) and alkaline phosphates (ALP) serum levels as affected by all tested
treatments compared to control groups. On the other hand, a significant decline in α, β- Acetylcholinesterase (AchE),
and Gamma-Aminobutyric Acid (GABA) levels was detected. Furthermore, there is a significant rise in the extent
of micronucleus cell production in bone marrow smears of the treated rats compared to the control groups. Also,
DNA fragmentation was noticed in hepatic and brain tissues after treatment with curassavicum plant extracts and
zinc phosphide. Histopathological findings showed obvious perturbations in the liver and brain tissues that proved
the previously mentioned results. Generally, our data reinforced that using the mixture of both extracts triggered more
toxic impacts and rodenticidal activities than using each extract individually and could serve as a safer alternative of

zinc phosphide.
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Introduction

A

nticoagulant compounds such as zinc phosphide are
generally effective against most rodent species which
make them a benchmark for comparison with recently
emerging rodenticides. Anticoagulant compounds commonly had significant risks on humans and the environment as well as the toxicity of several species and resistance
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to the target organisms (Prabhakar et al., 2019). Therefore,
these problems provided an impetus to use poisonous natural materials known as biocide or green pesticides as an
alternative safe supply to conventional pesticides (Gabr
2005). Various plant species have notorious pesticidal activities somewhere a lot of them are already identified with
their chemical structure and effectiveness in lab settings to
facilitate the rapid development of novel compounds (SteNE
Academic
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venson et al., 2017).
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as previously mentioned by Freedman et al. (1979) with
slight modifications where the ground plant was soaked
Using plant extracts for pest control has several advantag- in the chosen solvents instead of using the soxhlet procees in terms of preventing the development of insecticide dure. Four solvents varied in their polarity were used for
resistance due to the usual presence of several bioactive serial extraction (hexane, acetone, methylene chloride, and
compounds which act concertedly on both behavior and methanol 70%). A sample of 1500 gm powder was soaked
physiological processes (Isman, 2008). On the other hand, in the first solvent hexane for 3 days in brown-colored
the limitations could be the unpredictable efficiency and bottles, used as containers, and was provided with tight
lower toxic impact on target species.
stoppers. After that, the bottles were intermittently shaken
for 2 hrs. daily. The combined extract was filtered by usHeliotropium is a large genus of the family Boraginaceae ing Whitman’s No.1 filter paper on the Buchner funnel.
which consists of about 250-300 species that have numer- The concentration was done in rotary evaporator under reous active ingredients especially pyrrolizidine alkaloids, ter- duced pressure at a temperature not exceeding (40-50 °C)
penoids, and flavonoids. These phytochemicals enhance the in a water bath. The extracted powder was weighed and
insecticidal activities of plant extracts (Shaalan et al., 2005). preserved under deep freezing. The marc was extracted in
Heliotropium curassavicum contains allelochemicals include other solvents (acetone, methylene chloride, and methaalkaloids, phenolic acids, coumarins, terpenoids, and flavo- nol 70%, respectively) according to the previous steps. The
noids which could inhibit the growing harmful weeds (Far- identification of chemical compounds of both extracts was
rag et al., 2013). Moreover, it had been traditionally used for carried out by gas chromatography mass spectrometry
ulcers, wounds, local inflammations, erysipelas, edema, and (GC-MS) and the results were published in a prior study
bacterial infections (Katalinic et al., 2006). Generally, He- by Eldidamony et al. (2020).
liotropium plants exhibited high toxicity as the over-consumption leads to venous occlusive disease, liver cirrhosis, hepatomegaly, splenomegaly, and death may result
(Lampe and McCann, 1985). However, they exhibit genotoxic effects due to the presence of pyrrolizidine alkaloids
(Tamariz et al., 2018).
The current study aimed to comparatively evaluate the
genotoxic and clinicopathological effects of Heliotropium
curassavicum acetonic, methanolic, and a mixture of both
extracts with zinc phosphide in adult male albino rats. In
an attempt to introduce some Heliotropium curassavicum
extracts as a new alternative and environmental-friendly
weapon in rodent management.

Figure 1: Photograph of H. curassavicum.

Zinc Phosphide

Materials and methods

Zinc phosphide (94 % active ingredient) was purchased
from Kafr El-Zayat (Kz) Pesticide Company, Egypt.

Plant Material Preparation

Animals Used

Thirty-five mature male albino rats (120-180 gm) were assigned to 7 groups each one contained five rats, kept at
a laboratory animal breeding unit (Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine, Zagazig University), they were dosed orally. The
rats were kept in clean metal cages, receiving routine diet
and water during the whole experimental period. The light
Chemical Reagents and Solvents
The chemicals and solvents used in this study were pur- system was 12/12 hrs. dark/night cycle. Rats went on an
chased from Gomhoria Co., Sharquia Governorate, Egypt. accommodation period for 2 weeks before the procedures
began. The experiment was terminated after 28 days from
the first administration. All study design was approved by
Preparation of Extraction
The entire whole plant samples comprised of leaves, roots, the ethics committee of the Faculty of Veterinary Medistems, and flowers were cleaned from the dust and debris, cine, Zagazig University, and the European Community
cut into small pieces, and shade dried at room temperature Directive (86/609/EEC) on animal use and care were fol(25 °C) for 7 days. The dried plant material was ground in lowed.
a chopper into a crude powder. Extraction was performed
Complete H. curassavicum plant (Figure 1) was obtained from Sharquia Governorate, Egypt, (30°44’57.9”N
32°00’14.9”E) during April 2017 and identified at the
Horticulture Research Institute, ARC, Egypt.

February 2021 | Volume 9 | Issue 2 | Page 204

NE
Academic

US
Publishers

The rats were classified into seven groups each one contained five rats:
Group 1: was given 625 mg/kg b.wt.(1/20 of the LD50)
of acetone plant extract (Eldidamony et al., 2020) prepared
in tween 80.
Group 2: was given 825 mg/kg b.wt. (1/20 of the LD50) of
methanol plant extract (Eldidamony et al., 2020) prepared
in tween 80.
Group 3: was administered a mixture of both plant extracts
with the same doses and rout.
Group4: was given 5 mg/kg b.wt. (1/10 of the LD50) of
zinc phosphide (MacBean, 2012) prepared in vegetable oil.
Group 5, group 6, and group 7: were served as control
groups and were administered 1ml of tween 80, vegetable
oil, and distilled water, respectively.
All treatments were given once daily by oral gavage and
the experiment was terminated after 28 days from the first
administration, where the animals were sacrificed.

Biochemical assay

Collection of serum and blood samples: Blood samples
were obtained under the ether anesthetic effect using a
capillary glass tube from the retro-orbital plexus as described by Nemzek et al. (2001). Venous blood samples
were gotten from each rat (3ml). The incubation of this
blood took place at 37°C until clotting has occurred and
then centrifuged at 3000 r.p.m. for fifteen minutes and the
clear supernatant serum was kept at -20 0C till used it in
the examination of biochemical parameters. Rats of each
group were euthanized by cervical dislocation.

Determination of Biochemical Parameters

Both ALT and AST were measured colorimetrically as
described by Reitman and Frankle (1957) The activity of
ALP was determined following the method of Powell and
Smith (1954) β and α Esterases enzymes were measured
according to Van Asperen (1962). Evaluation of AchE
and GABA were based on the method mentioned in
the enclosed pamphlet of the manufacture Rat GammaAminobutyric Acid ELISA Kit, Cat. No: MBS045103
and Rat Acetylcholinesterase ELISA Kit, Cat. No:
MBS2501434.

Micronucleus Assay

Smears of bone marrow were prepared by the method of
Schmid (1973), where 1000 polychromatic erythrocytes
(PCEs) were scored per animal. Micronucleus with typical
morphology described by Schmid (1975) was scored.
The micronucleus was prepared according to procedures
of Schmid (1976) and modified method of Agarwal and
Chauhan (1993), Bone marrow cells were flushed out with
1 ml of fetal bovine serum and collected in a centrifuge
tube.
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The cell suspension was centrifuged at 1500 r.p.m for 10
min then the suspension was smeared, dried, and stained
on a glass slide. The slides were observed under a light
microscope using X100 oil immersion objective lens
and X10 eyepieces. Scoring was performed according to
Schmid (1975).
DNA fragmentation analysis of liver and brain tissues
DNA injury was evaluated by DNA fragmentation assay
described by Bortner et al. (1995)
Tissue preparation for histopathological analysis: liver
and brain tissues were routinely processed by dehydration in gradual ethanol (70–100%), cleared in xylene then
paraffin-embedded tissues were cut 5 µm thick and then
routinely stained with hematoxylin and eosin (H&E) dyes
(Bancroft and Gamble, 2008).

Statistical Analysis

The significant differences were determined by analysis of
variance (ANOVA). The significance of various treatments
was evaluated by Duncan’s multiple range tests (p < 0.05).
Data were subjected to statistical analyses using the software package Costat® Statistical Software (2005) version
6.311.

Results
Biochemical results

Effect of tested materials on liver enzymes: The current
study proved that the daily treatment of adult male albino
rats with H. curassavicum acetonic, methanolic, mixture of
both extracts (625 and 825 mg/kg b.wt), respectively, and
zinc phosphide (5 mg/kg b.wt) for 28 days showed a significant increase in serum ALT, AST and ALP levels in
all treated groups compared to the control groups (Figure
2). The zinc phosphide treated group showed an obvious
significant increase (p<0.05) followed by the co-administrated group then acetonic and methanolic groups.
Effect of acetonic and methanolic H. curassavicum extracts on α, β-esterase, (AchE), and γ- GABA: The obtained results revealed that treated groups with an acetonic,
methanolic, mixture of both extracts and zinc phosphide
showed a significant decrease e(p<0.05) in α-esterase,
β-esterase, GABA levels and AchE activities compared to
the control group (Figure 3).
As regarding α-esterase, the treated group with zinc phosphide showed an obvious significant decrease followed by
a co-administrated and acetonic group as there was no
significant difference between them, then the methanolic
group as presented in.
NE
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in bone marrow cells of the treated animals and control
groups: As regards the number of these micronuclei produced in the bone marrow cells of the treated animals they
appeared as single- micronucleated cells or they may oc

Figure 2: ALT (U/ml), AST (U/ml) and ALP (U/ml) in
tested extracts and zinc phosphide compared to control
groups.

P** value <0.05 is considered significant. The significance of
various treatments after ANOVA expressed as letters. Means
with the same letter, the difference is not statistically significant.
Means with a different letter, the difference is statistically
significant.

Figure 4: A micrograph of micronucleated polychromatic
erythrocytes prepared from bone marrow cells of adult
male rats treated showing variation in their number: (A)
Single micronucleus. (B) Bi-micronuclei. (C) Multimicronuclei.

Figure 3: α –esterase (µg phenol/ml), β-esterase (µg
phenol/ml), AchE (ng/ml) and GABA (mumol/L) in tested
extracts and zinc phosphide compared to control groups.

P** value <0.05 is considered significant. The significance of
various treatments after ANOVA expressed as letters. Means
with the same letter, the difference is not statistically significant.
Means with a different letter, the difference is statistically
significant. NB: β-esterase mean values were divided by 100 to
allow presenting all data on same graph.

Concerning β-esterase activities, the treated group with
zinc phosphide showed a noticeable significant decrease
followed by co-administrated then acetonic group and
methanolic group.
However, in GABA levels there was a non-significant difference in groups treated with zinc phosphide, acetonic,
and mixture of both extracts.
Concerning AchE activities, the treated group with zinc
phosphide and co-administrated showed an obvious significant decrease followed by the acetonic and methanolic
group.

Micronucleus test

Micronucleated polychromatic erythrocyte production
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Figure 5: A micrograph of micronucleated polychromatic
erythrocytes prepared from bone marrow cells of adult
male rats treated showing variation in their number (A)
Almond shape (B) Rounded mass. (C) Rod-like structure.
(D) Dot-like structure
cur as bi-micronucleated cells. They also may present in
multi-micronucleated cells as shown in (Figure 4). Concerning the shape, in the bone marrow smears of the examined material, the micronuclei appeared in the form of
accumulated rounded masses and/or as dot-like structures.
These micronuclei appeared also in other fields in the form
of almond shape or they may be of rod-like as observed in
(Figure 5).
The total number of micronuclei (MN) in the group treated with H. curassavicum acetonic, methanolic, mixture of
both extracts and zinc phosphide were (94, 81, 116 and
NE
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Table 1: The effect of H. curassavicum acetonic, methanolic, mixture of both extracts and zinc phosphide on the
frequencies of micronucleated polychromatic erythrocytes (MNPCEs) from bone marrow cells of adult male rats.
Groups

No
of rats

Acetonic extract

3

Mixture of both extracts

3

Methanolic extract
Zinc phosphide
Tween 80

Vegetable oil

3
3
3
3

No. of scored
cells 1000/
Rat

+ MNPCEs

3000

81

No.

%

Mean ± S.E.

3000

94

3.13

31.3±1.20bc

3000

116

3.8

38.6±0.88

3000
3000
3000

171
26
24

2.7
5.7

0.87
0.8

27.0±1.15

c

b

57.0±0.87

a

8.6±1.85d
8.0±1.52

d

Distilled water
3
3000
19
0.63
6.3±0.66
SE: Standard Error.
Means within the same column carrying different superscripts are sig. different (P< 0.05)

171), respectively while, in control groups treated with
tween 80, vegetable oil and distilled water were (26, 24
and 19), respectively.
Finally, the bone marrow activity which equals to the
mean of MNPCEs per 1000 examined cells, measure the
ability of bone marrow cells for the formation of micronuclei (MN) was reached 0.0086, 0.008, and 0.0063 in control groups (tween 80, vegetable oil and distilled water),
respectively while it was 0.031, 0.027, 0.038 and 0.057
after treatment with (acetonic extract, methanolic extract,
a mixture of both extracts and zinc phosphide) respectively. Therefore, the bone marrow activity was increased at
all treated groups as compared with that of the control
animals (Figure 6). The total number of micronuclei produced in bone marrow cells of the zinc phosphide-treated
animals recorded a highly significant value followed by the
co-treated group then acetonic and methanolic extracts
treated group as compared to that of the control groups
(Table 1).

Figure 6: The frequency percentages of micronucleated
polychromatic erythrocytes (MNPCEs) and the bone
marrow activity from the bone marrow cells of control and
treated animals.
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d

P/N Ratio
bone marrow activity
(Mean/1000)
0.031
0.027
0.038
0.057

0.0086
0.008

0.0063

Effect of H. curassavicum acetonic, methanolic,
mixture of both extracts and zinc phosphide on
liver and brain DNA fragmentation

DNA fragmentation in liver tissues of treated groups
compared to control groups: Figure 7 showed an electrophoretic pattern of liver total genomic DNA fragmentation of treated groups with H. curassavicum acetonic,
methanolic, and mix of both extracts at concentrations

Figure 7: DNA fragmentation in liver of male albino
rats orally administrated with H. curassavicum acetonic,
methanolic, mixture of both extracts once daily at
dose (625 and 825 mg/kg b.wt.), respectively and zinc
phosphide at dose (5 mg/kg b.wt.) for 28 days. Lane 1:
group treated with acetonic extract. Lane 2: group treated
with methanolic extract. Lane 3: co-treated group. Lane 4:
group treated with zinc phosphide. Lane 5: control group
treated with tween 80, Lane 6: control group treated with
vegetable oil, Lane 7: control group treated with distilled
water. Lane 8: ladder.
(625 and 825 mg/kg b.wt.), respectively, and zinc phosphide at a dose (5 mg/kg b.wt.), as well as control groups
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(tween 80, vegetable oil and distilled water). There was severe liver DNA damage in all treated groups compared to
the control groups, which was more obvious in liver tissues
of zinc phosphide and H. curassavicum acetonic extract
followed by methanolic and co-treated group compared
to control groups.DNA damage represented by fragments
migrated from the wells. On the contrary, control groups
of tween 80, vegetable oil, and distilled water did not reveal the fragmentation of DNA.
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DNA fragmentation in brain tissues of treated groups
compared to control groups: As illustrated in (Figure 8)
there was brain DNA damage in the group treated with
a mixture of acetonic and methanolic extracts also in the
group treated with zinc phosphide, but there was no fragmentation in acetonic and methanolic groups individually
compared to control groups.

Figure 8: DNA fragmentation in brain of male albino
rats orally administrated with H. curassavicum acetonic,
methanolic, mixture of both extracts once daily at dose
(625 and 825 mg/kg b.wt.) respectively and zinc phosphide
at dose (5 mg/kg b.wt.) for 28 days. Lane 1: ladder. Lane 2:
group treated with acetonic extract. Lane 3: group treated
with methanolic extract. Lane 4: co-treated group. Lane 5:
group treated with zinc phosphide. Lane 6: control group
treated with tween 80. Lane 7: control group treated with
vegetable oil. Lane 8: control group treated with distilled
water.

Histopathological findings

Histopathological alterations in the liver tissues of rats
treated with H. curassavicum acetonic, methanolic, mix
of extracts and zinc phosphide, as well as control groups:
The liver in control groups treated with tween 80, vegetable oil, and distilled water showed normal histomorphological structures. However, the liver in the group treated
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Figure 9: Liver sections of control group of tween 80
(A), vegetable oil (B) and distilled water (C) showing
normal histological structure. (D) Photomicrograph of
liver section of group treated with acetonic extract of
H. curassavicum at dose (625 mg/kg b.wt.) for 28 days,
revealed mild congestion of hepatic blood vessels (thick
arrow) and degenerative changes in moderate number of
hepatocytes (arrow head). (E) Photomicrograph of liver
section of group treated with methanolic extract of H.
curassavicum at dose (825 mg/kg b.wt.) for 28 days, showed
congestion of hepatic blood vessels and degenerative
changes in a moderate number of hepatocytes (arrows).
(F) Photomicrograph of liver section of group treated with
both acetonic and methanolic extracts of H. curassavicum
at dose (625 and 825 mg/kg b.wt.), respectively for 28 days
revealed severely congested portal blood vessels, portal
lymphocytic infiltration and biliary hyperplasia (arrows).
(G) Photomicrograph of liver section of group treated
with zinc phosphide at dose (5 mg/kg b.wt.) for 28 days,
showed moderate congestion of the hepatic blood vessels
(stars), perivascular edema (arrow), round cells infiltration
(curved arrow) and hydropic degeneration in large number
of hepatocytes (arrow head). H&E. X 400.
with H. curassavicum acetonic extract (625 mg/kg b.wt) as
well as, in the group treated with H. curassavicum methanolic extract (825 mg/kg b.wt.) revealed mild congestion
of hepatic blood vessels and vacuolation and hydropic degeneration in a moderate number of hepatocytes. Meanwhile, the lesions in the liver of group co-treated with acetonic and methanolic extracts (625 and 825 mg/kg b.wt.),
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respectively were serious than each drug alone. The affected liver exhibited severely congested portal blood vessels,
portal lymphocytic infiltration, biliary hyperplasia, and
degenerative changes in a large number of hepatocytes.
The liver showed moderate congestion of the portal blood
vessels, perivascular edema, round cell infiltration, biliary
proliferation, and hydropic degeneration in a large number
of hepatocytes with early necrotic changes in some cells.
While, the lesions in the liver of group treated zinc phosphide (5 mg/kg b.wt.) showed moderate congestion of the
portal blood vessels, perivascular edema, round cells infiltration, biliary proliferation, and hydropic degeneration in
a large number of hepatocytes with early necrotic changes
in some cells as detected in (Figure 9).
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brain section of group treated with zinc phosphide at
dose (5 mg/kg b.wt.) for 28 days, showing perivascular
edema (stars) and hemorrhage (curved arrow). The lateral
ventricles showing dilatation with edema and congestion
of the choroid plexuses (arrow heads). H&E. X 400.
Histopathological alterations in the brain tissues of rats
treated with H. curassavicum acetonic, methanolic, mix
of extracts and zinc phosphide, as well as control groups:
The brain of the control groups showed normal cerebral
structures. On the other hand, the brain lesions of the
group treated with the acetonic extract (625 mg/kg b.wt.)
indicated focal neuronal degeneration, axonal degeneration demyelination, coagulative necrosis of some axons,
and focal malacia. Also, the brain section of the group
treated with the methanolic extract (825 mg/kg b.wt.)
showed perivascular and perineural edema besides the degeneration of a moderate number of neurons in the cerebral cortex. While, the brain of the group treated with two
extracts (625 and 825 mg/kg b.wt.), respectively revealed
all previous lesions with focal gliosis. Furthermore, the
brain tissues of the group treated with zinc phosphide (5
mg/kg b.wt.) showed neuronal and axonal degeneration
with vacuolation, perivascular edema, and hemorrhage
around the cerebral blood vessels besides demyelination of
the axonal sheaths in most parts of the cerebral cortex as
observed in (Figure 10).

Discussion

Figure 10: Photomicrograph of brain section of control
groups treated with tween 80, vegetable oil and distilled
water for 28 days showing apparently normal brain tissue
(A), (B) and (C), H&E. X 100. (D) Photomicrograph of
brain section of group treated with acetonic extract of H.
curassavicum at dose (625 mg/kg b.wt.) for 28 days, revealed
focal neuronal degeneration (open arrow) and coagulative
necrosis of some axons (stars). (E) Photomicrograph of
brain section of group treated with methanolic extract
of H. curassavicum at dose (825 mg/kg b.wt.) for 28
days, showed Perivascular and perineural edema beside
degeneration of moderate number of neurons in the
cerebral cortex (arrows). (F) Photomicrograph of brain
section of group treated with both acetonic and methanolic
extracts of H. curassavicum at dose (625 and 825 mg/kg
b.wt.), respectively for 28 days revealed perivascular edema,
focal gliosis (open arrow) beside axonal degeneration and
demylination (closed arrows). (G) Photomicrograph of
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Up till now chemical rodenticide continued to be used
widely as it has the most significant role among all the
rodent control methods; whereas, it produces heavy environmental pollution and maybe poisoning. Using plants
as a rodenticide has drawn lots of attention since it does
not cause damage to the environment and won’t arouse
resistance and it is also easy to be degraded by nature. In
the present study, Heliotropium curassavicum extracts have
been presented as a novel safer substitute for conventional rodenticide as zinc phosphide. Hepatic and brain toxic
consequences of both Heliotropium curassavicum extracts
and zinc phosphide exposure have been investigated.
The liver is a vital homeostatic organ in the body as the
toxic compounds accumulate in the liver and detoxified.
Liver damage caused by toxic substances could be confirmed by the assessment of liver function biomarkers such
as AST, ALT, and ALP; these enzymes are sensitive indicators for the degree of hepatic injury according to Patrick-Iwuanyanwu et al. (2012). Our results showed that
zinc phosphide caused a significant rise in ALT, AST, and
ALP levels which agreed with Karanth and Nayyar (2003)
who reported that zinc phosphide produces phosphine gas
by reacting with gastric fluids and acids. The buildup of
this gas leads to several system injuries, inhibiting the acNE
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tivity of respiratory enzymes with mitochondrial dysfunction, increasing free radicals resulting in lipid peroxidation.
Besides, Venugopal et al. (2018) reported that ingestion
yellow phosphorus caused liver damage with significant
changes in AST and ALT. Moreover, Karanth and Nayyar (2003) who concluded that hepatotoxicity following
acute poisoning with rodenticides was combined with an
increase in ALT 1055U/L, AST 824U/L, ALP 13 U/L.
Also, Emara et al. (2018) observed that acute and hyper-acute zinc phosphide toxicity at doses 35 mg/kg and
60 mg/kg induced a marked increase in liver enzymes.
Our data illustrated that the co-treated group revealed a
significant increase in ALT, AST, and ALP followed by
the acetonic extract then the methanolic extract. This elevation could be attributed to the activities of flavonoids,
alkaloids, tannins, and phenols of the plant. This was supported by Hassan et al. (2007) who reported that the tannins, saponins, glycosides, and alkaloids in the leaves of
Erythrophleum africanum accounted for the significant increase in ALP and AST after sub-acute administration of
the extract for 28 days at dose 3000 and 2000-3000 mg/
kg b.wt. Also, in the same approach, Adeoye and Oyedapo
(2004) concluded that alkaloids isolated from E. guineense
induced elevation in the activity of plasma ALT, AST, and
ALP. As well, that studied by Tion et al. (2018) recorded
that phytochemical screening of Abrus precatorius showed
alkaloids, flavonoids, tannins, saponins, and reducing sugars in both ethanolic and aqueous extracts. Biochemistry
revealed significantly increased alkaline phosphatase in
mice treated with 1/10 (18.75 mg/Kg) of LD50 of methanolic and ethanolic seed extracts, for a month. Also, our
results were supported by the finding of Kyei et al. (2015)
who recorded that frequent exposure of the rats to different doses of aqueous extract H.indicum over four weeks
indicated concomitant elevation levels of ALP.
In contrary to our results, Yusufoglu et al. (2013) evaluated the effect of Taraxacum serotinum and H. europaeum
extracts on the reproductive functions of male rats at doses
100, 200, and 400 mg/kg for 7 weeks. They observed that
the oral administration of both extracts had no significant
effect on the serum activities of AST and ALT. Besides,
Kyei et al. (2015) revealed that rats treated with H. indicum aqueous extract at all dose levels showed significant
reductions in alkaline phosphatase (ALP) levels. This may
be returned to the difference in the examined plant species
and dose.
The results of the current study revealed that the rats treated with zinc phosphide showed a highly significant decrease in serum levels of α, β-esterases, AchE, and GABA.
These results were supported by Mittra et al. (2001) who
concluded that aluminum phosphide poisoning causes
cholinesterase inhibition and responds to treatment with
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atropine and pralidoxime. In the same contest, Al-Azzawi
et al. (1990) recorded neurotoxic behavior of phosphine
intoxication as phosphine gas could be related to exaggerated acetylcholine neurotransmission, which is attributed to the suppression of acetylcholine esterase and the
resultant buildup of acetylcholine. Moreover, Sciuto et al.
(2016) stated that the metallic phosphides like aluminum,
magnesium, and zinc phosphides induced cytotoxicity,
oxidative stress, cholinesterase inhibition, hepatotoxicity,
neurotoxicity, and generally disturbed metabolism.
The aforementioned data revealed that the H. curassavicum
contains flavonoids, alkaloids, tannins, and phenols; the
presence of such phytoconstituents may be responsible for
the decrease revealed in α, β-esterases, AchE, and GABA
serum levels of mature male albino rats. These findings
were supported by Wink (2003) who found various alkaloids could restrain the enzymatic breaking down of neurotransmitters. Moreover, Wanchun et al. (1997) indicated
that alkaloids from plants such as cytisine sophoramine,
sophoradine, sophocarpine, aloperine, cytisine could inhibit the activity of AchE, α-NA esterase, α-NA carboxylesterase, and esterase isozyme as well. This result was in
parallel with Mutschler et al. (2008) who reported that
neuroreceptors are another prime target for numerous alkaloids, which have a structure resembling the endogenous
neurotransmitters, for example, acetylcholine, dopamine,
nor-adrenaline, serotonin, adrenaline, GABA. The neuroactivity of these alkaloids could be agonistic, over stimulating the neuro-receptor, or as antagonistic with blocking
effects. Our results revealed the presence of the flavonoid
kaempferol in the methanolic extract; it was identified as
esterase inhibitors according to Li et al. (2007) Similarly,
Xie et al. (2014) reported that flavonoids produce inhibitory effects on AchE as the hydroxyl groups in flavonoids
are favorable for inhibiting it.
Regarding genotoxicity by zinc phosphide, the above-mentioned results agreed with Barbosa et al. (1994) who recorded that phosphine is a genotoxic compound as it produced a rise in micronucleus incidence in the bone marrow
and splenic lymphocyte of rat on exposure to maximum
levels. Different bioassays: bone marrow chromosome aberration, micronucleus, and spermatic aberrations could
be utilized to evaluate the genotoxic potential of zinc in
mice in vivo (Pal and Bhunya, 1995). The results showed a
dose-dependent elevation in the rate of micronuclei in the
bone marrow cells. Moreover, Türkez and Toğar (2013)
evaluated the genetic and oxidative damages of aluminum
phosphide in rats at a dose 4 mg/kg injected intra-peritoneally for 14 successive days. They found that aluminum
phosphide induced a rise in chromosomal aberrations and
micronucleus frequencies.
Moreover, our results came in harmony with Carballo et
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al. (1992) who analyzed the genotoxic effect produced in
vitro by H. curassavicum by studying the chromosomal aberrations (CA), mitotic index (MI), and anaphase delay
(AD) in the Chinese hamster ovary (CHO) cell line. They
found a marked elevated percent of abnormal metaphases
and total aberrations. The MI, as well as the AD, impacted the cell cycle. The toxic effect could be attributed to
the presence of pyrrolizidine alkaloids and their N-oxides.
Also, Tamariz et al. (2018) recorded that some species of
Heliotropium exhibit genotoxic effects due to the presence
of pyrrolizidine alkaloids such as H. curassavicum and H.
crassifolium. The previous data revealed the presence of colchicine in the methanolic extract of H. curassavicum, thus
strengthening our results as it has been recorded as a part
of a disparate group of chemicals that are capable of altering genetic materials by disrupting the mitotic spindle
during the cell division, so multiple sets of chromosome
(<2) within a single cell according to Barry (2000).
Concerning DNA fragmentation results, the previous data
could be attributed to the reports of Muid et al. (2012)
who proved the ability of zinc phosphide to prompt DNA
break in blood cells of the fowl by comet assay. Furthermore, the observed genotoxicity was found to be dose-specific and dependent. Also, DNA injury exhibited a positive
correlation to the duration of exposure. Moreover, our results agreed with those of El Okle et al. (2018) who investigated the hepatic DNA fragmentation in rats killed
by slaughtering, electrocution, drowning, and zinc phosphide poisoning, respectively. Liver samples were collected
at zero, 2, 6, 12, and 24 hrs. postmortem time points. The
poisoning by zinc phosphide enhanced the rate of DNA
degradation over all other groups. Hepatic DNA of zinc
phosphide-intoxicated rats showed the most extensive and
rapid damage among all experimental groups. The ability
of zinc phosphide to induce hepatic DNA damage seems
to be linked to the over-production of ROS.
These findings were in parallel with Tamariz et al. (2018)
who illustrated that some species of the genus Heliotropium exhibit genotoxic effects such as H. curassavicum and
H. crassifolium related to pyrrolizidine alkaloids. The aforementioned results revealed that the acetonic extract of H.
curassavicum contains benzene derivatives that induce myelosuppression, aryl hydrocarbon receptor (AhR) agonist,
induction of chromosomal aberrations, immune dysfunction (TNF-α, INF-γ), initiation of redox cycling, protein
alkylation (tubulin, histones, topoisomerases), and growth
factor inhibition according to Ramaiah et al. (2013).
Regarding the histopathological finding of the liver and
the brain tissues, the present study results came in harmony
with finding recorded by Lampe and McCann (1985) who
illustrated that excessive exposure to Heliotropium plants
could lead to hepatic veno-occlusive syndrome along with
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pain and ascetic fluids accumulation in the abdomen. Besides, hepatic cirrhosis, hepatomegaly, splenomegaly, and
end fatally due to deficiency of definite cure in such cases.
These results were consistent with Huxtable (1989) who
reported that H. curassavicum plant contains pyrrolizidine
alkaloids of the noncyclic diester type. Overconsumption
of such a plant may cause veno-occlusive disease of the
liver with a hepatic vein thrombosis. Moreover, Kyei et al.
(2015) revealed that rats treated with H. indicum at a dose
of 100 mg/kg suffered from some histological deformation
in the form of edemas and renal degenerative changes with
lost glomeruli, edematous appearance with activation of
Kupffer cell, leucocytic infiltrate within hepatic sinusoid.
Also, the data described above were in agreement with
findings recorded by Cullen and Stalker (2016) who reported that long-term consumption of Heliotropium leads
to hepatic fibrosis and atrophy in absence of regeneration
nodules due to the presence of pyrrolizidine alkaloids
which also cause severe focal to huge necrotic changes in
hepatic lobules. Furthermore, repeated exposure to such
alkaloids could result in atrophied liver and nodular regeneration. Besides, our results are supported by Karanth and
Nayyar (2003) who proposed that inorganic phosphorus is
a potent hepatotoxin as a hepatic failure following the ingestion of a phosphorus-based rodenticide was observed.
Moreover, liver sections showed piecemeal necrosis, fibrosis, collection of inflammatory cells, and hydropic change.
Also, Dua et al. (2010) demonstrated that phosphine gas
exposure exhibits a histopathologic deformation within
the brain cells of animals that was fed phosphide residue
polluted cowpea. Thus, come back to the inhibition of the
cytochrome oxidase which turn down oxygen uptake along
with diminished ATP production and finally led to cutting off cell energy and activate anaerobic glucose pathway,
thus resulting in a marked lowering of plasma glucose level. This down-regulation of ATP production with accompanying hypoglycemia could compromise the energetic
state of brain cells besides disturbed glucose homeostasis. Moreover, the results were supported by Alex (2009)
who showed that zinc phosphide has toxic effects including cardiac cytotoxicity, dehydration, adrenal gland injury,
DIC, liver necrosis, and kidney malfunction. Besides, the
present study concurs with the findings of Emara et al.
(2018) who evaluated the effect of acute and hyper-acute
zinc phosphide toxicity in rats. The histopathological
examination revealed vacuolation of hepatocytes, a diffuse advanced stage of hepatic steatosis, and apoptosis in
the group of acute toxicity, while the hyper-acute group
showed an increased cellular apoptosis and bile duct epithelium hyperplasia.

Conclusion
From the results of the current study, it has been determined that Heliotropium curassavicum (acetonic, methNE
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anolic, and mixture of both) extracts possess promising
rodenticidal activity with less environmental toxic impact
in comparison to conventional rodenticidal as zinc phosphide. Treatment with the plant extracts as well as zinc
phosphide carries toxic effects on the liver and brain tissues of the rats, which is evident by biochemical parameters, micronucleus cell production, DNA fragmentation,
and histopathological changes. Also, a mixture of both
acetonic and methanolic extracts caused more toxic impacts than using each extract individually. Further toxicity
studies need to be undertaken to elucidate the rodenticidal activity of herbal extracts and their underlying mechanisms, target pest species possible environmental, and
human effects.

acknowledgements
The authors gratefully acknowledge Prof. Dr.Sayed Elattar, Professor of Pathology, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Zagazig University, for his help in histopathological
tissue examination. And Dr. Samah N. Elshafiey for her
assistance in the biochemical examination

Conflict of Interest
The authors declared no conflicts of interest.

Authors Contribution
Prof. Akram M. Eldidamony: Contribute to planning,
writing, editing, revising, and interpretation of the data.
Prof. Gihan G. Moustafa: Contribute to planning, editing,
revising, and interpretation of the data.
Prof. Hala M. I. Mead: Contribute to planning, writing,
editing, revising, and interpretation of the data.
Dr. Mogeda M. Abdel Hafez: Contribute to planning,
writing, editing, revising, and interpretation of the data.
Dr. Bothina H. F. Omran (Corresponding Author: Contribute to planning, writing, editing, revising, and interpretation of the data.
Authors contributed equally to this work each in his area
of expertise

References
• Adeoye BA, Oyedapo OO (2004). Toxicity of erythrophleum
guineense stem-bark: role of alkaloidal fraction. African J.
Tradit. Complement. Alternat. Med. 1:45-54. https://doi.
org/10.4314/ajtcam.v1i1.31094
• Agarwal DK, Chauhan LKS (1993). An improved chemical
substitute for fetal calf serum for the micronucleus
test. Biotech. Histochem. 68:187-188. https://doi.
org/10.3109/10520299309104695
• Al-Azzawi M, Al-Hakkak Z, Al-Adhami B (1990). In Vitro
inhibitory effects of phosphine on human and mouse serum

February 2021 | Volume 9 | Issue 2 | Page 212

Advances in Animal and Veterinary Sciences

cholinesterase. Toxicol. Environ. Chem. 29:53-56. https://
doi.org/10.1080/02772249009357617
• Alex TP (2009). Aluminum and zinc phosphide
poisoning. Clin. Toxicol. 47:89-100. https://doi.
org/10.1080/15563650802520675
• Bancroft JD, Gamble M (2008) Theory and practice of
histological technique. 6th ed. Philadelphia: Churchill
Livingstone Elsivier , PA, p. 319.
• Barbosa A, Rosinova E, Dempsey J, Bonin AM (1994).
Determination of genotoxic and other effects in mice
following short term repeated‐dose and subchronic
inhalation exposure to phosphine. Environmen.
Molecul. Mutagen. 24:81-88. https://doi.org/10.1002/
em.2850240202
• Barry S (2000). Colchicine treatment on sterile hybrid sundews.
Carnivorous Plant Newsletter 29:4-10.
• Bortner CD, Oldenburg NB, Cidlowski JA (1995). The role of
DNA fragmentation in apoptosis. Trends Cell Biol. 5:2126. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0962-8924(00)88932-1
• Carballo MA, Mudry MD, Larripa I, Villamil E (1992).
Genotoxic action of an aqueous extract of Heliotropium
curassavicum var. Argentinum. Mutat. Research/
Fundament. Molecul. Mechan. Mutagen. 279:245-53.
https://doi.org/10.1016/0165-1218(92)90240-Z
• Costat Statistical Software (2005). Microcomputer Program
Analysis Version, 6.311. Co Hort Software, Monterey,
California, USA.
• Cullen JM, Stalker MJ (2016). Liver and biliary system. In:
Maxi G. (eds) Jubb, Kennedy & Palmer’s Pathology of
Domestic Animals. 6th ed. Philadelphia: Saunders, pp. 258352. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-7020-5318-4.000085
• Dua R, Kumar V, Sunkaria A, Gill K D (2010). Altered glucose
homeostasis in response to aluminum phosphide induced
cellular oxygen deficit in the rat. Indian J. Exp. Biol. 48:722730. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fct.2009.09.014
• El Okle OS, El Euony OI, Nasr SM (2018). Relationship
between causes of death and early post mortem DNA
degradation. Benha Vet. Med. J. 34:21-27. https://doi.
org/10.21608/bvmj.2018.53516
• Eldidamony AM, Moustafa GG, Mead HM, El-Shafiey SN,
Abdel-Hafez MM (2020). New insight on Heliotropium
curassavicum L. extracts as a rodenticide. Ann. Biol. 36 (1):
102-111.
• Emara HAS, Hussein A, Ibrahim SE, El-Demerdash RS,
Ahmed MQ (2018). Investigation of metabolic and
oxidative liver dysfunctions induced by acute and hyperacute zinc phosphide toxicity in adult rats. Biochem. Cellul.
Archiv. 18:773-783.
• Farrag HF, Sliai AM, Mhmas TF (2013). Compare the
Allelopathic Potentiality of Two Heliotropium Species
on the Growth of Calotropis Procera and Lycopersicon
Esculentum. International Research. J. Plant Sci. 4: 222235.
• Freedman B, Nowak J, Kwolek WF (1979). A bioassay for plantderived pest control agent using the europeon comborer.
J. Econ. Entomol. 72:545-554. https://doi.org/10.1093/
jee/72.4.541
• Gabr WM (2005). Potentiation Effect of Certain Plants against
Black Rat, Rattus Egypt. Afr. J. Agric. Res. 84:1095-1102.
• Hassan SW, Ladan MJ, Dogondaji RA, Umar RA, Bilbis LS,
Hassan LG, Ebbo AA, Matazu IK (2007). Phytochemical
and toxicological studies of aqueous leaves extract of
NE
Academic

US
Publishers

erythrophleum africanum. Pak J. Biol. Sci. 10: 3815-3821.
https://doi.org/10.3923/pjbs.2007.3815.3821
• Huxtable RJ (1989). Human health implications of pyrrolizidine
alkaloids and herbs containing them. Cheeke PR (ed.)
Toxicants of plant origin: Alkaloids. USA: CRC Press,
pp.41-86.
• Isman MB (2008). Botanical Insecticides: for Richer, for
Poorer. Pest. Manag. Sci. 64:8-11. https://doi.org/10.1002/
ps.1470
• Karanth S, Nayyar V (2003). Rodenticide induced hepatotoxicity.
J. Assoc. Physicians India. 51:816-817.
• Katalinic V, Milos M Kulisic T, Jukic M (2006). Screening
of 70 medicinal plant extracts for antioxidant capacity
and total phenols. Food Chem. 94: 550-557. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.foodchem.2004.12.004
• Kyei S, Koffuor GA, kissoon PR, Asante D (2015). Oral and
ocular safety profile of whole plant aqueous extract of
Heliotropium indicum L. in Rodents. Res. J. Med. Plants.
9:321-330. https://doi.org/10.3923/rjmp.2015.321.330
• Lampe KF, McCann MA (1985). AMA Handbook of
poisonous and injurious plants. American Medical Assoc.
Chicago, Ill., USA, p. 432.
• Li P, Callery PS, Gan LS, Balani SK (2007). Esterase inhibition
by grapefruit juice flavonoids leading to a new drug
interaction. Drug Metabol. Disposit. 35:1203-1208. https://
doi.org/10.1124/dmd.106.013904
• MacBean C (2012). The Pesticide Manual:
A World
Compendium. 16th ed. Alton, Hampshire: The British
Crop Protection Council, Croydon, England, p. 1439.
• Mittra S, Peshin SS, Lall SB (2001). Cholinesterase inhibition
by aluminum phosphide poisoning in rats and effects of
atropine and pralidoxime chloride. Acta Pharmacolog.
Sinica. 22:37-39.
• Muid KA, Shahjahan RM, Begum R, Begum RA (2012). Zinc
phosphide induced DNA damage in the blood cells of Gallus
sp. Using Comet DNA Assay. American J. Agric. Biolog.
Sci. 7:82-87. https://doi.org/10.3844/ajabssp.2012.82.87
• Mutschler E, Geisslinger H, Kroemer HK, Ruth P, SchäferKorting M (2008). Mutschler Arzneimittelwirkungen:,
Lehrbuch
der
Pharmakologie
und Toxikologie.
9th ed. Stuttgart:WVG, p. 1243. https://doi.
org/10.1055/s-0028-1085717
• Nemzek J, Bolgos G, Williams, B, Remick DG (2001).
Differences in normal values for murine white blood cell
counts and other hematological parameters based on
sampling site. Inflammat. Res. 50: 523–527. https://doi.
org/10.1007/PL00000229
• Pal BB, Bhunya SP (1995). Mutagenicity testing of a rodenticide,
zinctox (zinc phosphide) in a mouse in vivo system. In Vivo.
9:81-83.
• Patrick-Iwuanyanwu KC, Amadi U, Charles IA, Ayalogu EO
(2012). Evaluation of Acute and Sub-chronic Oral Toxicity
Study of Baker Cleansers Bitters - a polyherbal Drug on
Experimental Rats. EXCLI J. 11:632-640.
• Powell MEA, Smith MJH (1954). The determination of
serum acid and alkaline phosphatase activity with 4-amino
antipyrine (A.A.P.). J. Clin. Pathol. 7:245-248. https://doi.
org/10.1136/jcp.7.3.245
• Prabhakar KU, Jaywant DJ, Sunil K, Eknath B, Sagar N, Ameya
P, Abhijit M, Nandankumar V, Pranam K, Chaitanya M
(2019). Zink phosphide/rattol poisoning at rural konkan
region. Med. Pulse Int. J. Med. 9:186-188. https://doi.
org/10.26611/1021938

February 2021 | Volume 9 | Issue 2 | Page 213

Advances in Animal and Veterinary Sciences

• Ramaiah L, Bounous D, Elmore SA (2013). Hematopoietic
system. In: Haschek WM, Rousseaux CG, and Wallig MA
(eds) Haschek and Rousseaux’s Handbook of Toxicologic
Pathology. 3rd ed. London: Academic Press, Elsevier,
pp.1863-1933.
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12415759-0.00050-9
• Reitman SM, Frankel S (1957). A colorimetric method for
determination of serum glutamic pyruvic transaminase.
American J. Clin. Pathol. 28:56-63. https://doi.org/10.1093/
ajcp/28.1.56
• Schmid W (1973). Chemical mutagen testing on in vivo
somatic mammalian cells. Agents Actions. 3:77-85. https://
doi.org/10.1007/BF01986538
• Schmid W (1975).The Micronucleus Test. Mutat. Res. 31:9-15
https://doi.org/10.1016/0165-1161(75)90058-8.
• Schmid W (1976). The micronucleus test for cytogenetic
analysis. In: Hollaender A. (ed.) Chemical mutagens,
principles and methods for their detection. New York:
Plenum press, pp.31-53. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-14684-0892-8_2
• Sciuto AM, Wong BJ, Martens M E, Hoard-Fruchey H,
Perkins MW (2016). Phosphine toxicity: a story of
disrupted mitochondrial metabolism. Annals N. Y. Acad.
Sci. 1374:41-51. https://doi.org/10.1111/nyas.13081
• Shaalan EA, Canyon D, Younes MW, Abdel-Wahab H,
Mansour AH (2005). A review of botanical phytochemicals
with mosquitocidal potential. Environ. Int. 31:1149-1166
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envint.2005.03.003.
• Stevenson PC, Isman MB, Belmain SR (2017). Pesticidal
Plants in Africa: A global Vision of New Biological Control
Products from Local Uses. Ind. Crops Prod. 110:2-9.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.indcrop.2017.08.034
• Tamariz J, Burgueño-Tapia E, Vázquez M, Delgado F (2018).
Pyrrolizidine alkaloids. In:The Alkaloids: Chemistry
and Biology. Volume 80,1st ed. Kruze, Z. Academic
Press, Elsevier, pp. 1-314. https://doi.org/10.1016/
bs.alkal.2018.03.001
• Tion MT, Fotina H, Saganuwan AS (2018). Phytochemical
screening, proximate analysis, median lethal dose (LD50),
hematological and biochemical effects of various extracts of
Abrus precatorius seeds in Mus musculus. J. Adv. Vet. Anim.
Res. 5:354-360. https://doi.org/10.5455/javar.2018.e286
• Türkez H, Toğar B (2013). Aluminum phosphide-induced
genetic and oxidative damages in rats: attenuation by Laurus
nobilis leaf extract. Toxicol Ind. Health. 29:579-583. https://
doi.org/10.1177/0748233711433942
• Van Asperen K (1962). A study of housefly esterase by means of
sensitive colorimetric method. J. Insect Physiol. 8:401-416.
https://doi.org/10.1016/0022-1910(62)90074-4
• Venugopal R, Narayanasamy K, Chezhian A, Senthil KR,
Jasmine JJ (2018). Rat killer poisoning vs liver damage:
a view in south indian patients of tertiary care center.
J. Gastrointest. Dig. Syst. 8:569:575. https://doi.
org/10.4172/2161-069X.1000569
• Wanchun L, Yunshou L, Liyi M, Shinfoon C (1997). The
Toxicities of Alkaloids from Sophora Alopecuroids against
Turnip Aphids and Effect on Several Esterases. Kun Chong
Xue Bao. Acta Entomolog. Sinica. 40:358-365.
• Wink M (2003). Evolution of Secondary Metabolites from
an Ecological and Molecular Phylogenetic Perspective.
Phytochem. 64:3-19. https://doi.org/10.1016/S00319422(03)00300-5
• Xie Y, Yang W, Chen X, Xiao J (2014). Inhibition of Flavonoids
NE
Academic

US
Publishers

on Acetylcholine Esterase: Binding and Structure Activity
Relationship. Food Function. 5:2582-1589. https://doi.
org/10.1039/C4FO00287C
• Yusufoglu H, Soliman GA, Abdel-rahman RF Alqasoumi SI,
Arabaci Anul S, Akaydin G, Tatli II (2013). Evaluating

February 2021 | Volume 9 | Issue 2 | Page 214

Advances in Animal and Veterinary Sciences

the antifertility potential of the ethanol extracts of
Heliotropium europaeum and Taraxacum serotinum in
male rats. FABAD J. Pharma. Sci. 38:11-23. https://doi.
org/10.1055/s-0034-1382521

NE
Academic

US
Publishers

